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INDICES OF AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION IN AFRICA AND THE NEAR EAST 


Africa and Middle East Branch 
Foreign Regional Analysis Division 
Economic Research Service 


INTRODUCTORY NOTES 


The indices of agricultural production 
in this publication were prepared as part 
of a continuing assessment of the current 
agricultural situation in foreign countries. 
Although indices of production have been 
calculated for Africa and the Near East an- 
nually for several years, this is the first 
time they have been published as a formal 
publication of the U.S. Department of Agri- 
culture. 


The country indices were calculated by 
Laspeyre's base-weighted aggregative formu- 
la. The weights are estimates of 1957-59 
average prices received by farmers, express- 
ed in U.S. dollars per metric ton. The 
regional indices were computed from the sums 
of the country aggregates for the various 
regions. 


This 
countries 


method involves a bias favoring 
with relatively comprehensive 
commodity coverage or relatively high price 
weights. But this bias normally is not 
serious enough to offset the advantages of 
great fléxibility in the grouping of coun- 
tries into various alternative regions which 
may be desired for analysis. 


Indices of food production were com- 
puted from aggregates covering edible pro- 
ducts which contribute energy to the human 
diet regardless of the extent to which they 
actually are used for food in the country 
or region where produced. Therefore, the 
following products, which appear in the 
listings for one or more countries, are ex- 
cluded from the indices of food production: 
castor beans, chicory, clove oil, cloves, 
coffee, cotton lint, flax fiber, flaxseed, 
ginger, gum arabic, hemp fiber, hides and 
skins, Congo jute, mohair, pepper, piassava, 
pyrethrum flowers, quinine bark, rubber, 
sisal, tea, tobacco, tung oil, vanilla, and 
wool. 


Per capita indices were computed by 
dividing the country or regional indices of 
total or food production by appropriate in- 
dices of population (1958 = 100). 


To avoid double counting in the pro- 
duction indices of some products--first in 
form of harvested crop, and then again, if 
fed to livestock, in the form of a livestock 
product--a constant fraction of the aggre- 
gate value of output of livestock products 
has been subtracted. This constant percent- 
age represents the base period average re- 
lation between the value of livestock pro- 
ducts and the value (at 1957-59 price 
weights) of quantities of crops and derived 
products (e.g. bran, oilcake, molasses, 
beet pulp) used for feed. 


A basic source of the production sta- 
tistics used in these indices is the numer- 
ous series of production estimates published 
by the Foreign Agricultural Service (FAS) of 
the U.S. Department of Agriculture. Produc- 
tion estimates for major crops and major 
countries are periodically published by FAS. 
For commodity and country data unavailable 
from that source, figures were compiled 
from or based on publications of foreign 
governments, the Food and Agriculture Or- 
ganization of the United Nations (FAO) and 
other international organizations and in- 
stitutions, and reports by officials of U.S. 
government agencies and private firms. 
Lacking data from any of the sources cited, 
the ERS country specialist made his own 
estimates based on past trends and his 
knowledge of the country situation. Most 
figures are subject to a rather wide range 
of error. Most of the FAS production esti- 
mates for 1968 used in this publication 
were received from FAS before March 1969-- 
all are preliminary. 


The time reference of the indices is 
to the calendar years in which the crops 
were harvested or, in some cases, notably 
coffee and cocoa, the years in which the 
harvests began in the different countries. 


The reader should note that, in a few 
instances, the production figures in this 
publication differ from those published by 
FAS concerning a time reference--for exam- 
ple, corn in the Republic of South Africa. 


FAS, in its production tables for the world, 
combines the South African crop harvested 

in the first half of a given year with the 
crop harvested in the Northern Hemisphere 

in the second half of the previous year. In 
this publication such Southern Hemisphere 
harvests have been left on a calendar-year- 
in-which-harvested basis. 


The reader is cautioned against mis- 
interpreting the aggregates; these are 
shown in "millions of dollars at constant 
prices.'' The aggregates may be used to 
calculate the effects of revisions in the 
estimates of production. Not all crops and 
livestock products produced in a country 
are listed. Only those crops and livestock 


products with significant production or 
those for which reasonable estimates of 
production could be made were used. There- 
fore, the aggregates do not measure the 
gross value of agricultural production, 
gross sales by farmers, or the farming com- 
ponent of the gross domestic product, al- 
though year-to-year changes in the aggre- 
gates may be correlated with similar 
changes in those other series. 


Under a continuing arrangement, the 
Agency for International Development (AID) 
provided some financial assistance in re- 
searching and preparing these production 
indices. 
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